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Arizona Department of Public Safety 
Provides Additional Resources Across Arizona to Address Heavy Rain and 

Snowfall on Public Highways 
 
The latest winter storms that have passed through and are currently being experienced in various 
sections of the state have brought heavy snow and rainfall which has resulted in wet, slippery 
and icy road surface conditions on Arizona’s public highways.  The Arizona Department of 
Public Safety (DPS) has been strongly challenged by the drastically changing inclement weather 
conditions which have brought about a continuum of calls for service received via 9-1-1 and the 
on site recognition by DPS Officers on patrol to various incidents requiring their assistance.  We 
are expecting the snow and icy roadway conditions to last throughout the day. 
 
DPS is committed to the challenge that the winter weather has brought and has allocated 
additional personnel and other resources.  To illustrate this implementation of resources, the DPS 
Northern Division has a full deployment of the Officers that are regularly assigned to the 
Highway Patrol Division and they are being supplemented by personnel assigned to the 
following units in Northern and Central Arizona: 

 
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Bureau 
Criminal Investigations Division  
Gang & Immigration Intelligence Team Enforcement Mission  
Criminal Justice Support Division - Operational Communication Centers 
Canine Enforcement District 
Motorist Assist Units 
Sworn and Civilian Reserve Officers 
Administrative personnel 

 
This agency response process is being repeated throughout the state as the inclement weather 
moves to various sections.  The sole goal and purpose of this drastic increase in personnel and 
other resources is to insure DPS is providing an immediate, effective and comprehensive 
response to motorists that have been involved in collisions, lost control of their vehicles and slid 
off the roadway (non-collision), in need of emergency medical assistance or their vehicles are 
disabled.  In addition, DPS personnel in conjunction with resources from the Arizona 
Department of Transportation (ADOT) are performing road closures to allow ADOT personnel 
and equipment to clear the roadways to allow for safe travel. 
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DPS requests the assistance of the motoring public to plan your travel route, expect delays or 
traffic re-routing, be patient, slow down, be alert to changing conditions, carry a cellular phone 
along with food and provisions. 
 
It is extremely unsafe to stop on or near a public highway for any recreational purpose.  Take the 
time to use established rest areas for this purpose.  Depending on the road conditions, the 
requirement for snow tire and or chains may be implemented. 
 
Before beginning your travel please use the following resources to obtain the latest road 
and weather information: 
 

 Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT): “5-1-1” Phone Line and Internet Web 
site “www.azdot.com and www.azdot.gov.” for weather and road condition information. 

 Arizona Department of Emergency Management (ADEM): Internet Web site  
“www.az211.gov.” for statewide emergency information. 

# End # 
 

The mission of the Arizona Department of Public Safety, the most dynamic state-level law 
enforcement agency in United States, is to protect human life and property by enforcing state 
laws, deterring criminal activity, assuring the safety of the motoring public on Arizona’s 
highways and providing vital scientific, technical and operational support to other criminal 
justice agencies.  The Department, also one of Arizona’s largest law enforcement agencies with 
some 2,200 sworn and civilian employees, consists of four divisions – Highway Patrol, Criminal 
Investigations, Criminal Justice Support and Agency Support.  The Department is headquartered 
in Phoenix with offices located in more than 30 communities within Arizona's 15 counties.  
 
 


